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happy pair passed slowly through the thronging crowd,
who rejoiced loudly in the issue of that day. In due
time the wedding feast was celebrated with all the
customary rites, and the father of Yasodhara finally
gave the maiden into the keeping of the young
prince. " She that was ours," he said, " henceforth
is only thine. Be good to her for her life is wrapped
up in thee." Then Siddartha took his bride to a
beautiful pavilion which the king had erected as a
pleasure palace at the foot of the snowy Hima-
laya.

Every effort was made to surround the prince with
all that was pleasant and agreeable, and the king
gave strict orders that among the young men and
maidens who formed the household of the princely
pair no mention should be made of death or age,
sorrow, or pain, or sickness. If one of the attendants
fell sick, he or she must leave that happy place at
once. It was counted treason if a silver hair appeared
among the tresses of a dancing girl, and she was at
once removed. Each morning the dying roses were
plucked from the trees and the dead leaves were
carefully hidden. For the king was determined
that no sign of decay or sadness should cause the
prince to assume that wistfulness which had cast a
shadow upon his youth before his happy union with
Yasodhara. " So shall I see him grow fit to become
the king of kings and glory of his time," said the
monarch to himself, using words of which he little
knew the meaning. And as a last precaution he
built around the pavilion and its gardens a massive